
Literature is as old as speech. It grew out of human need for it and it has not changed except to become 
more needed. The skalds, the bards, the writers are not separate and exclusive. From the 

beginning, their functions, their duties, their responsibilities have been decreed by our species...the 
writer is delegated to declare and to celebrate man's proven capacity for greatness of heart and spirit - for 

gallantry in defeat, for courage, compassion and love. 
—John Steinbeck 

 
May 30, 2019 
 
Dear Rising Senior, 

We are pleased and excited that you have decided to take AP Literature and Composition at the 
Career Center next fall.  You have chosen a challenging and enriching course that will prepare you for the 
next step in your academic career.  We commend you for this good choice.  You are signing up for a year 
of personal and academic growth when you take AP Literature with us, and we are confident that our 
course will adequately prepare you for the AP Exam in May.  

As a school district, we believe that summer reading holds a great deal of importance as you 
begin to think about the careful and thorough analysis of literature.  The course is different from AP 
Language in that we very carefully analyze works of fiction – poetry, drama, short fiction, and novels. 
There will be times, however, that we do look at non-fiction pieces, but the majority of our time will be 
spent with works of fiction. 

Please read the assignments carefully and if you have questions, contact us at the email 
addresses listed below.  We will get back to you as soon as possible.  It is important that you begin to 
look at these works critically and think about what an author’s purpose is in creating a piece of writing. 
This will be a great starting place for you when you come into our classrooms in August.  Be prepared 
with these assignments as they will be part of your first quarter grade. 

One piece of advice: Do not wait until the end of the summer to begin your reading.  Our intention 
is that you spread the reading and the corresponding assignments across the time you are away from 
school.  Good time management is critical to your success as a reader and a writer in this course. The 
books we have chosen for you are rich and full of ideas about which to think. We want to see you 
“dialogue” with the works.  We are interested in your reactions, so we’ll spend a good deal of time 
discussing your observations and discoveries. 

Consider purchasing your books at our new local bookstore, Bookmarks, located in downtown 
Winston-Salem at 634 West Fourth Street #110.  The phone number is 336.747.1471.  The managers 
have generously offered WSFCS students a 20% discount on books that students are reading for school. 
Print this letter out, and take it with you when you shop! 
 

Best wishes for a great summer!  We are looking forward to seeing you in August as you begin 
your senior year! 

 
Laurel Naughton   
LENaughton@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 
 
Kathryn Hauser  
kwhauser@wsfcs.k12.nc.us   
  
Mary Beth Ferrell  
mbferrell@wsfcs.k12.nc.us  
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 Part I – Reading  
 

1. Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to 
Reading Between the Lines, by Thomas C. Foster (ISBN-13: 978-0-06-000942-7). This 
text is an excellent introduction to understanding literary analysis and overview of what 
you will be looking for in the texts you will read this year.  It is an important reference 
point throughout the year, so be sure to read it carefully, and enjoy the author’s style and 
references.  

 
2. Read Frankenstein by Mary Shelley.   Mary Shelley’s novel raises intriguing questions 

regarding life itself.  Although written in the nineteenth century, there are numerous 
applications to our modern society.  We will reference the novel frequently throughout 
the school year. 

Annotate Frankenstein using a close reading strategy that works for you.  
Click on the link below for a small sample of close reading strategies.  
 
http://chuma.cas.usf.edu/~pinsky/mark_a_book.htm 

Part II – Responding and Making Connections 
 

1. Make direct, specific connections from Frankenstein to eight of the chapters from 
Foster's book.  Which chapters connect best with your novel?  How are the connections 
made? What is the author’s purpose in your chosen novel?  Do you see repeating 
patterns and motifs related to the Foster chapter?  Your connections should reflect 
careful and original thought. 

Provide direct quotations from both books, citing page numbers and explaining the 
connection in three to five sentences.  The examples you choose will closely resemble 
Dr. Foster’s format in his book.  You can mimic his style, using your novel as an 
example.  Through this part of the summer assignment, you are showing how you 
understand Foster’s ideas, applying them to your reading through analysis, and writing 
at an academic level that is appropriate for an AP class.  Remember that your 
assignment must be typed.  Use the example given below as a guide for your 
assignment. 
 

Example from Pride and  Prejudice by Jane Austen: 
 

“Well, my dear,” said Mr. Bennet, when Elizabeth had read the note 
aloud, “if your daughter should have a dangerous fit of illness, if she 
should die, it would be a comfort to know that it was all in the pursuit of 
Mr. Bingley, and under your orders” (Austen 29). 

 
This quote is connected to Chapter 24 in Foster’s book concerning 
illness.  In this case, Jane Bennet has contracted a fever and is 



confined to the home of Mr. Bingley.  As Foster says, “[O]ften . . . the 
most effective illness is one the writer makes up” (Foster 224).  In this 
case, “a fever” serves Austen’s purpose of placing Jane in Bingley’s 
home for an extended period without actually putting her character in 
any serious danger.  Jane’s illness also gives her sister, Elizabeth, 
ample opportunity to stay in the company of Bingley, his two sisters and 
Mr. Darcy.  Without a doubt, Jane’s illness “works like a charm” as a 
device for moving the plot of the  

 
 
novel forward and giving the characters a valid reason to interact with each 

other for a prolonged, unspecified time (Foster 224). 
 
 
Part III – Turning in your work 
 
When you arrive at school in August, you will submit a printed copy of the summer 
assignment to your respective teacher – NO EXCEPTIONS.  These are due the FIRST 
DAY of school.  Please be sure to adhere to this schedule.  In addition, you should save 
your assignment electronically, as the teacher may ask you to upload the assignment to 
Turnitin or a similar site. 
 
Finally, there may be formal tests or essays based on Frankenstein.  You may be asked 
to present your reflections to the class.  The level of the work that you do will be 
evidence to us of the caliber of your work in an AP Literature class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


